
Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
City of Evanston, IL

WELCOME TO THE PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE!
PROJECT INTRODUCTION
PROJECT SCOPE + STUDY AREA:
This planning project is focused on expanding open space 
opportunities and improving vehicular, biking, and walking 
connections for the neighborhoods surrounding the Mason Park 
and Church-Dodge areas. 

The study area includes the properties highlighted on the map 
(at right) and described below. 

EXISTING MASON PARK
Mason Park is a City owned park located south 
of Church Street, between the former Railroad 
Embankment and Florence Avenue. Existing park 
features include a field house, basketball courts, 
tennis courts, a baseball field, a soccer field, 
and a playground. Mason Park also includes an 
undeveloped sloped parcel of property, located 
south of Davis Street and east of the former 
Railroad Embankment.

MASON PARK EXPANSION AREA
This former railroad Right of Way (the Mayfair 
Cut-off) dates back to the late 1880s. The line 
was discontinued in the 1980’s and the land 
was subdivided and sold to private owners. This 
property also includes high tension electrical 
transmission lines.  At the time of its original 
construction, the Mayfair Cut-off was located west 
of the majority of Evanston’s populated area. 
The City has since expanded westward and the 
embankment now bisects much of the City’s west 
side.  At Mason Park the embankment disrupts 
neighborhood access, resulting in safety and 
security concerns.  Over the past several years, 
the City purchased many of the former Right-of-
Way parcels to correct these issues and reconnect 
neighborhoods.

CHURCH-DODGE INTERSECTION
The Church-Dodge Intersection is located 
nearby to active businesses, neighborhoods, and 
Evanston Township High School (ETHS). This 
busy intersection accommodates vehicles, buses, 
bicyclists, and pedestrians. The intersection often 
feels congested and lacks continuous flow for all 
users.

Throughout this study, the City is seeking public feedback about 
desired improvements via online surveys and public meetings. 
The result of this study will be a Concept Plan that will be used 
by the City to guide future improvements within the Mason Park 
and Church-Dodge Area.  

Existing Mason Park Area

Mason Park Expansion Area (former Railroad Embankment)

Church-Dodge Intersection Area

SITE EVALUATION /
 DATA COLLECTION

2023

ONLINE SURVEY #1
Feb 15 - March 15, 2024

PUBLIC MEETING #1
April 10, 2024

CONCEPT PLAN / 
ALTERNATIVES

Spring 2024

PUBLIC MEETING #2
July 9, 2024

ONLINE SURVEY #2
Mid-Late Summer 2024

CONCEPT PLAN 
REFINEMENT

Late Summer 2024

PUBLIC MEETING #3
Early Fall 2024

FINAL CONCEPT 
DELIVERY

Late Fall 2024

2023 2024

ANTICIPATED PROJECT TIMELINE
IMPLEMENTATION 

+ NEXT STEPS
-------

FINAL DESIGN, 
ENGINEERING + 
CONSTRUCTION 
IS DEPENDENT 
ON FUNDING 

AVAILABILITY 

WE ARE HERE 
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COMMUNITY SURVEY SUMMARY OF RESPONSES 

446 ParticipantsSurvey Results (1 of 2) Survey Dates Feburary 15th - March 15th 2024
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COMMUNITY SURVEY SUMMARY OF RESPONSES 

Survey Results (2 of 2) 446 Participants
Survey Dates Feburary 15th - March 15th 2024
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PUBLIC MEETING #1 KEY TAKEAWAYS

EXISTING MASON PARK MASON PARK EXPANSION AREA CHURCH-DODGE INTERSECTION

PUBLIC MEETING DATE + TIME:
April 10, 2024, Evanston Township High School, 6:00 – 8:00 pm

PUBLIC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS:
•	Project information and meeting announcements uploaded to 

the City of Evanston project website.

•	Printed flyers posted in Mason Park + Gibbs Morrison Cultural 
Center.

•	Emailed announcements provided to Evanston Township 
High School (ETHS), Youth Opportunity United (Y.O.U.), the 
2nd Ward Offices and to all survey respondents who provided 
email addresses (approximately 250 individuals).

•	Printed flyers mailed to approximately 561 households 
surrounding Mason Park.

Approximately 40 people attended the Public Open House.

PUBLIC FEEDBACK ORGANIZED BY PROJECT AREA FOLLOWS BELOW:

Wednesday, April 10th
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Evanston Township High School (ETHS)
1600 Dodge Avenue, Evanston, Room N112
Enter the Building at Entrance #1, located in front of ETHS on Dodge Ave
Parking is available along Dodge Ave and in Parking Lot #1 (accessed from Dodge Ave)

Join us at the public open house to hear outcomes of the community survey,
review existing conditions and participate in design visioning activities.

MASON PARK EXPANSION AND
CHURCH/DODGE TRANSPORTATION

IMPROVEMENTS

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

For more information, please visit the
project webpage at the link below or
scan the QR code with your smart device 

www.cityofevanston.org/MasonChurchDodge

RANKED IMPROVEMENTS:
Participants voted on desired improvements. The highest 
ranked improvements are at the top of the list.
1.	 Add Bioswales / Rain Gardens - 24 votes
2.	 Add Terraced Seating - 21 votes
3.	 Enhance Existing Field House / Bathrooms - 16 votes
4.	 Add Fitness/ Exercise Stations – 8 votes
5.	 Add a Dog Park – 7 votes
6.	 Use Existing Slope for an Embankment Slide – 6 votes
7.	 Add Play Mounds – 6 votes
8.	 Use Existing Slope for a Climbing Wall – 5 votes
9.	 Use Existing Slope for a Sled Hill – 5 votes
10.	Enhance / Replace Playground Equipment – 3 votes
11.	Add Pickleball – 1 vote

COMMENTS SUMMARY:
1.	 Expand field house programs (music, dance, gardening 		

	 programs + classes)
2.	 Update restrooms and expand open restroom hours
3.	 Repair vending machine and lighting at field house 			 

	 columns 
4.	 Implement on-street parking time limit near tennis courts
5.	 Add trail through trees (near embankment)
6.	 Add goal posts for football
7.	 Add frisbee course
8.	 Provide a designated dog area 
9.	 Add water fountains, bike racks, picnic tables, and      		

	 benches

RANKED IMPROVEMENTS:
Participants voted on desired improvements. The highest 
ranked improvements are at the top of the list.
1.	 Nature Trail – 24 votes
2.	 Urban Trail – 16 votes
3.	 Community Garden/Demonstration Garden – 11 votes
4.	 Overlook – 11 votes
5.	 Boardwalk/Benches – 11 votes
6.	 Shaded Seating – 8 votes
7.	 Nature Based Play – 7 votes
8.	 Fitness/Exercise Stations – 2 votes
9.	 Bench Swings – 2 votes
10.	Sculpture Garden – 2 votes

COMMENTS SUMMARY:
1.	 Maintain open spaces and disincentivize illegal 				  

	 behaviors
2.	 Protect trees, establish native plantings
3.	 Develop a green walkway space along and across the 		

	 hill
4.	 Develop a community garden and free farm stand for 		

	 people experiencing food insecurity
5.	 Develop Lake/Dodge for public green space
6.	 Maintain sledding opportunities
7.	 Provide safe bike/ped connections to ETHS via Davis
8.	 Establish a pathway from Davis to Darrow
9.	 Establish a marked crossing across Church St
10.	Bury, move overhead electric lines
11.	Clean up trash and debris, especially around the transfer 	

	 station
12.	Remove graffiti at benches and lights

RANKED IMPROVEMENTS:
Participants voted on desired improvements. The highest 
ranked improvements are at the top of the list.
1.	 Protected bike lane – 19 votes
2.	 Bus Shelter + Amenities – 9 votes
3.	 Marked Bike Lane – 6 votes
4.	 Bus Bulbs – 4 votes
5.	 Bike Repair Station + Bike Racks - 3 votes

COMMENTS SUMMARY:
1.	 Calm speeding traffic throughout the intersection
2.	 Provide (left) turn lanes in all directions and update    		

	 traffic signals
3.	 Consider no turn on red during peak times
4.	 Prohibit cars illegally using bike lanes 
5.	 Explore feasibility to enhance bus infrastructure for 			 

	 southbound 93 + 206 stop
6.	 Improve bike connections through and east of the 			 

	 intersection. The two-way bike lane is confusing
7.	 Provide westbound bike infrastructure between Florence 	

	 and Mayfair
8.	 Transition to planned future Church Street bike facility 		

	 west of Dodge
9.	 Provide protected bike lanes and consider parking 			 

	 protected bike lanes 
10.	Provide pedestrian countdown timers
11.	Consider a diagonal crossing cycle for pedestrians. 
12.	Consider raised crosswalks 
13.	Evaluate Divvy bike usage and whether this location is 		

	 appropriate
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EXISTING CONDITIONS | MAP
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EXISTING CONDITIONS | SITE SECTIONS

Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
Existing Conditions - Sections 1 + 2

City of Evanston, IL

SECTION 1:  CHURCH STREET EAST OF DODGE AVENUE, LOOKING EAST

SECTION 2:  EMBANKMENT BETWEEN EAST/WEST DAVIS STREET, LOOKING NORTH
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Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
Existing Conditions - Sections 3 + 4

City of Evanston, IL

SECTION 3:  EMBANKMENT BETWEEN ETHS (NORTH) PARKING LOT AND MASON PARK/ALLEY (EAST), LOOKING NORTH

SECTION 4:  EMBANKMENT BETWEEN ETHS (SOUTH) PARKING LOT AND NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES, LOOKING NORTH
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EXISTING CONDITIONS | SITE PHOTOS

Davis St Along Mason Park Property / 
Base of Embankment (View South)

Basketball Courts
(View West)

Mason Park Entrance at Church / Florence
(View South)

Basketball Court + Soccer Field
(View South)

Playground
(View North)

Park Building
(View West)

Tennis Courts
(View North)

Baseball / Soccer Field
(View West)

Worn Dirt Path Over Embankment 
(View West)

Worn Dirt Path Over Embankment 
(View West)

Embankment / South ETHS Parking and 
Com Ed Electrical towers (View North)

Off-Street Cycle Track Along Church St at 
Dodge Ave (View West)

South West Corner of Dodge Ave / Lake St 
(View East)

Intersection of Dodge Ave / Church St
(View West)

Protected Bike Lane along Church Street
(View East)
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ECOLOGICAL CONCEPT | Nature based play, ecology trail + foraging gardens

Pathway extension connects to 
existing Mason Park walkways 
and Church Street sidewalk

Play mounds + 
open lawn area

Bioswales

Stone 
seating 
areas

Understory 
woodland + 
foraging trail

Entry plaza 

12’ wd multi-use trail

6’ wd nature 
trail + foraging 
gardens

NATURALIZED PATHWAY
•	  Connect worn trail between Church + Davis
•	  Naturalized plantings + interpretive signage

DAVIS STREET PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
•	  Connect east and west Davis street via open 

pathway bordered by retaining walls

NATURE PLAY + OPEN LAWN AREA
•	 Regrade slopes to remove hiding spaces
•	 Accommodate drainage via rain gardens 
•	 Nature-based play includes stump steppers, log hoppers + play mounds
•	 Open lawn area for picnicking, frisbee + exploration
•	 Stone seating areas
•	 Ecological planting areas, bioswales + rain gardens

GROVE STREET PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
•	 Occurs on City controlled right-of-way

NATURE TRAIL
•	 12’ wide pathway accommodates 

bikers, walkers + ComEd access
•	 6’ wide secondary trails and foraging 

garden area (nut trees, mushrooms, 
asparagus, berry brambles)

•	 Prairie, savanna + understory 
woodland plantings

•	 Individual + group seating and 
overlook areas

•	 Interpretive signage

Prairie grasses + 
wildflowers
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ECOLOGICAL CONCEPT | Nature based play, ecology trail + foraging gardens

View looking from Davis Street west to Evanston Township High School
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HILLSIDE + ADVENTURE CONCEPT | Hillside play, family games + adventure course

Embankment slides 
+ climbing walls

Bioswales

Family 
games 
area

Understory 
woodland trail

12’ wd multi-use trail

Relocated 
Edible Acre

6’ wd 
adventure 
bike course

ACTIVITY PATHWAY
•	  Connect worn trail between Church + Davis
•	  Individual + group seating
•	 Chess + checkers game tables facing Mason Park

DAVIS STREET PEDESTRIAN CROSSING + FAMILY GAMES AREA
•	 Connect east and west Davis street via open pathway bordered by retaining 

wall at the north and terraced seating at the south
•	 Picnic areas

HILLSIDE PLAY + ADVENTURE COURSE AREA
•	 Regrade slopes to remove hiding spaces
•	 Climbing walls + embankment slides
•	 Individual + group seating areas
•	 Accommodate drainage via rain gardens

GROVE STREET PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
•	 Occurs on City controlled right-of-way

TRAIL + ADVENTURE COURSE
•	 12’ wide pathway accommodates 

bikers, walkers + ComEd access
•	 Prairie, savanna + understory 

woodland plantings
•	 6’ wide secondary trails offer walking 

+ bike adventure exploration via 
steps, ramps + obstacles

•	 Individual + group seating and 
overlook areas

•	 Interpretive signage

LAKE STREET GATEWAY + 
COMMUNITY GARDEN
•	 Relocated Edible Acre
•	 Demonstration gardens, 

production plots, maintenance 
shed, outdoor classroom

•	 Picnic areas

Prairie grasses 
+ wildflowers

Pathway extension connects to 
existing Mason Park walkways 
and Church Street sidewalk

6’ wd 
adventure 
bike course
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HILLSIDE + ADVENTURE CONCEPT | Hillside play, family games + adventure course

View looking from Davis Street west to Evanston Township High School

MASON 
PARK

DAVIS
STREET

ALLEY

EVANSTON TOWNSHIP
HIGH SCHOOL

INPUT ACTIVITY: 
USE THE POST-IT 

NOTES TO ADD YOUR 
COMMENTS



Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
City of Evanston, IL

OPEN GREEN SPACE CONCEPT | Pickup field games + fitness course

Open lawn + 
play fields

Bioswales

Picnic + 
seating 
areas

Stepped terrace 
seating + 
fitness stairs

Stone terrace seating 
+ picnic  plaza

12’ wd multi-use trail 
+ fitness stations

FITNESS PATHWAY
•	  Connect worn trail between Church + Davis
•	  Individual + group seating
•	 Activity path + fitness equipment

DAVIS STREET PEDESTRIAN CROSSING + OPEN GREEN SPACE
•	 Connect east and west Davis street via open pathway bordered by retaining 

wall at the north and flat open green space at south
•	 Open lawn seating area is an extension of Mason Park

OPEN LAWN + FLEXIBLE RECREATIONAL FIELDS
•	 Remove hillside + establish large flat green areas for picnicking, pickup baseball, 

soccer, football games (may accommodate (1) youth soccer field, U11/U12)
•	 Stepped seating terrace transition to south embankment area

GROVE STREET PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
•	 Occurs on City controlled right-of-way

FITNESS TRAIL 
•	 12’ wide pathway accommodates 

bikers, walkers + ComEd access
•	 Prairie, savanna + understory 

woodland plantings
•	 Fitness / Ninja course with 

obstacles 
•	 Individual + group seating and 

overlook areas
•	 Interpretive signage

GATEWAY PLAZA
•	 Seating terrace transition to north 

embankment
•	 Picnic areas

Retaining wall and 
seating area with 
views to open field

Prairie grasses + 
wildflowers

Pathway extension connects to 
existing Mason Park walkways 
and Church Street sidewalk
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OPEN GREEN SPACE CONCEPT | Pickup field games + fitness course

View looking from Davis Street west to Evanston Township High School
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City of Evanston
Bike Map

Map compiled: 6/24/2021
EvanstonBikeMap.mxd, © City of Evanston 2021

Disclaimer: This map illustrates designated bicycle routes that have been
identified by the City of Evanston. The City of Evanston assumes no liability
for bicyclists traveling on these routes and therefore bicyclists assume a risk
while using these routes identical to the risks assumed on all other roadways.

"Any person operating or riding a bicycle in any alley in the City of Evanston
assumes the risk of operating that bicycle in any alley as that person shall not
be considered to be an intended user of an alley. The City shall have no duty  to
upgrade and maintain alleys for purposes of bicyclists operating bicycles in alleys.
Persons operating or riding a bicycle as an unintended user in an alley will not be
liable for any fine under this subsection." City Code, Chapter 9, Section 10-9-4.

This map is provided "as is" without warranties of any kind.
See www.cityofevanston.org/mapdisclaimers.html for more information.

Green Bay Trail
1 mile

Church Street to
North Branch Trail

3.5 miles

South on the Rogers
Park and Glenwood
Greenways to Chicago
lakefront path, 3.5 miles

South on the North Shore
Channel trail or Kedzie to
Lincoln/Peterson and the
North Park Trail, 2 miles

0 0.25 0.5
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Map compiled: 6/24/2021
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Disclaimer: This map illustrates designated bicycle routes that have been
identified by the City of Evanston. The City of Evanston assumes no liability
for bicyclists traveling on these routes and therefore bicyclists assume a risk
while using these routes identical to the risks assumed on all other roadways.

"Any person operating or riding a bicycle in any alley in the City of Evanston
assumes the risk of operating that bicycle in any alley as that person shall not
be considered to be an intended user of an alley. The City shall have no duty  to
upgrade and maintain alleys for purposes of bicyclists operating bicycles in alleys.
Persons operating or riding a bicycle as an unintended user in an alley will not be
liable for any fine under this subsection." City Code, Chapter 9, Section 10-9-4.

This map is provided "as is" without warranties of any kind.
See www.cityofevanston.org/mapdisclaimers.html for more information.
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CONNECTS TO DODGE AVENUE PROTECTED BIKE LANES AND ETHS 



Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
City of Evanston, IL

Parking Changes by Side of Street 

Mason Park Expansion and
Church-Dodge Transportation Improvements
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CHURCH-DODGE INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS - MINIMUM CONCEPT
MINIMUM CONCEPT (NO CURB REALIGNMENTS)

EXAMPLE IMAGERY

EXISTING CONDITIONS

BUS BULB IMPROVEMENTS CONSIDERED FOR THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF CHURCH STREET + DODGE AVENUE 
(AT THE EXISTING BUS STOP)

PROTECTED EASTBOUND BIKE LANE CONSIDERED FOR CHURCH 
STREET, EAST OF DODGE AVENUE (SOUTH SIDE OF THE ROAD)

INPUT ACTIVITY: 
USE THE POST-IT 

NOTES TO ADD YOUR 
COMMENTS



Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
City of Evanston, IL

Existing Parking by Side of Street 
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Existing Conditions

0 50’ 100’

D
o

d
g

e
 A

ve
n

u
e

Church Street

D
a

rr
o

w
 A

ve
n

u
e

Ev
an

st
on

 T
ra

ns
fe

r

St
at

io
n

D
a

rr
o

w
 A

ve
n

u
e

A
ba

nd
on

ed
 M

ay
fa

ir

R
ai

lr
oa

d 
E
m

ba
nk

m
en

t

Mason Park

Bus Stop

Bus StopBus Stop

Bus Stop

Loading Zone

Parking Changes by Side of Street 

Mason Park Expansion and
Church-Dodge Transportation Improvements

Maximum Concept
Curb Realignments
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CHURCH-DODGE INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS - MAXIMUM CONCEPT

EXISTING CONDITIONS

MAXIMUM CONCEPT (CURB REALIGNMENTS)

EXAMPLE IMAGERY

PROTECTED EASTBOUND BIKE LANE CONSIDERED FOR CHURCH 
STREET, EAST OF DODGE AVENUE (SOUTH SIDE OF THE ROAD)

INPUT ACTIVITY: 
USE THE POST-IT 

NOTES TO ADD YOUR 
COMMENTS
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AREA 1: DAVIS STREET PEDESTRIAN CROSSING 

AREA 2: SOUTH MASON PARK GREEN SPACE (SOUTH OF DAVIS)

AREA 3: TRAIL SYSTEM

AREA 4: LAKE STREET PUBLIC SPACE

ECOLOGICAL CONCEPT HILLSIDE + ADVENTURE CONCEPT OPEN GREEN SPACE CONCEPT

pathway bordered by retaining walls terraced seating at the south flat open green space at the south

nature play + open lawn area hillside play + adventure course open lawn + flexible recreational fields

nature trail + interpretation adventure course fitness trail

nature trail + foraging gardens relocated Edible Acre + community gardens seating terrace + picnic area
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INPUT ACTIVITY: 
use (1) sticker to select your preferred concept for each area BELOW
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THANK YOU!

NEXT STEPS

Thank you for participating in the Second Open House Meeting!
Refined concepts will be presented at Public Meeting #3, anticipated Late Summer 2024.

Stay tuned to the project website for more information:

www.cityofevanston.org/MasonChurchDodge
Scan the code with the camera app on your smart phone

INPUT ACTIVITY: 
USE THE POST-IT 

NOTES TO ADD YOUR 
COMMENTS


